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This is an online-only page dedi-
cated to young adult Catholics, their 
interests, their needs, their challenges 
and their faith. 

We want to give young adults 
something to “chew on,” to think about 
when they’re looking for something 
more than an on-line horoscope or the 

latest star news.
This page offers columns we believe 

will interest our young adults. Let us 
know.

Email us at cathnews@bellevillem-
essenger.org with questions, sugges-
tions or for more information.
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Facing Maturity at All Ages

You Shall Not Oppress an Alien

Recently, I have come across so 
many articles online that minimize the 
contributions to society of teenagers 
and millenials. These articles focus on 

the so-called “me” 
generations and dis-
count the challenges 
these generations 
face. 

The reality is 
that our children 
are coping with 
more than we did 
while growing up. 
Although I consider 

myself still relatively young, I didn’t 
grow up with cell phones, iPads, com-
puters in the home or even a television 
with a remote. Social media — often 
frought with bullying — didn’t exist 
and the Internet was just gaining inter-
est by the time I graduated from high 
school. 

My children have never been ex-
posed to a life without the Internet or 
cell phones and the thought of operat-
ing a TV by putting foil on the rabbit 
ears seems more like an old folk tale to 
them. The differences in generations 
should not be reason to discount these 
differences, though. 

As a teacher, I see the contributions 
of young people on a daily basis. I see 
their levels of maturity that vary and 
are more influenced by their surround-
ings than their age. 

One student of mine was born in 
Colombia and at 18, was told by his 
parents that he was a man and needed 
to fend for himself. He put himself 
through college, worked several jobs 

while paying for an apartment and led 
a student newspaper to national rec-
ognition. He didn’t focus on the plight 
of his situation by pitying himself or 
blaming others as many people claim 
this generation does. 

Instead, he turned out to be the 
most mature, responsible and giving 
person I have ever known. After gradu-
ation, he went to work for a non-profit, 
has traveled to many desolate areas to 
serve the underprivileged and has even 
opted to cover stories about the home-
less as a freelance reporter to build 
awareness. 

Maturity is not something we refute. 
It is something that gradually develops 
— at different times for each individ-
ual. Maturity involves facing the truth 
honestly, dealing with change without 
falling apart, demonstrating respect 
and doing the right thing. Many grown 
adults of all ages lack these abilities. 
Some people choose to make the wrong 
decision, disregard a life full of faith 
and harm to others. 

Children, teenagers and millenials 
have the capability and the guts to ma-
ture, work hard and live a life that is 
about others. When we stop underesti-
mating or wrongfully judging them, we 
develop our own sense of maturity that 
can open doors and encourage young 
people to enter church communities.

— Shannon Philpott
Shannon Philpott is a freelance 

writer and college journalism in-
structor, but most of all a mother of 
two teens. You can see her work at 
www.shannonphilpott.com.

Donald Trump has been saying that 
Ted Cruz can’t be president because 
he was born in Canada, and the U.S. 

Constitution limits 
eligibility to natu-
ral born citizens. 
I thought at first 
that Trump was 
just slinging mud 
because Cruz had 
pulled ahead in the 
Iowa polls. But it 
fits too well with 
what is becoming 
a leitmotif of the 

Republican primaries.
The point of the “natural born 

citizen” clause, according to Justice 
Joseph Story’s famous “Commentar-
ies on the Constitution,” was to keep 
“ambitious foreigners” from “intrigu-
ing for the office.” This concern about 
the patriotism of immigrants found 
statutory expression in the Alien and 
Sedition Acts of 1798.

Those four laws, enacted in the final 
years of John Adams’ administration, 
extended the residency requirement 
for citizenship from 5 to 14 years; they 
allowed the president to deport aliens 
deemed dangerous, and they made it a 
crime to make false statements critical 
of the government. Adams’ Federalist 
Party was worried about importing 
ideas from the French Revolution.

The Alien and Sedition Acts of 
1798 codified an American suspicion 
about the loyalty of aliens. There was, 
however, another side to the debate. 
Thomas Jefferson was a Francophile. 
His Democratic-Republican Party was 
more welcoming to immigrants. And 
his party won the election of 1800.

We are seeing a rebirth of the sus-
picion of immigrants in this year’s Re-
publican primary debates. For years, 
we have had a simmering disagree-
ment about immigration from Latin 
America. This has been about jobs, 
social costs (schools, health care), lan-
guage, culture, sovereignty and respect 
for the rule of law.

But now it has gotten mashed 
together with national security. We 
worry about a repeat of Sept. 11, this 
time with ISIS rather than al-Qaida as 
the perpetrator. We have an attack by 
Islamic extremists in San Bernardino, 
a policeman shot in Philadelphia. We 

hear about sexual assaults in Cologne, 
Germany. Europeans worry that they 
have imported an alien view that de-
means women; Americans don’t want 
that either.

And Trump says that Cruz can’t be 
president because he is not the right 
kind of citizen. It all fits. But I really 
don’t like it.

“You shall not oppress a resident 
alien,” Exodus 23:9 exhorted the 
people of Israel, “you well know how 
it feels to be an alien, since you were 
once aliens yourselves in the land of 
Egypt.” This Old Testament command-
ment is conspicuously unlike the more 
famous “eye for an eye.”

God did not tell the Israelites to 
treat others badly because that’s how 
the Egyptians treated them. He told 
them to treat others better than they 
had been treated.

In Matthew 7:12, Jesus offered an 
even broader exhortation to charity in 
all matters. “Do to others whatever you 
would have them do to you.”

Catholics should be especially sensi-
tive to this injunction when it comes to 
immigration policy. Americans of the 
19th century worried about the Irish 
and the Italians, because (it was said) 
that their loyalty to the pope would 
make them untrustworthy citizens.

Passions over the immigration issue 
are strong, and the fears behind them 
cannot simply be dismissed as frivo-
lous because they are not. But those 
who have been entranced by Trump, 
his casual disparagement of Mexicans 
and his desire to exclude all Muslims 
from America need to open their 
minds and hearts.

The same kind of attractive and sim-
plistic, easy-answer thinking motivated 
Adams to sign the Alien and Sedition 
Acts, which he would later consider 
his greatest mistake.

Not only was his answer to a foreign 
threat morally and constitutionally 
suspect, but it’s worth remembering 
that Jefferson went on to beat him. 
There’s a lesson there for today’s Re-
publicans, if they ever hope to govern.

— John Garvey
((Garvey is the president of The Catho-

lic University of America in Washing-
ton. This column is part of the CNS columns 

package.)
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BRING IN THE CLOWNS: Pope Francis greets clowns during his general audience Jan. 27 
in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican.

LET IT SNOW: Snow is about to begin as 
the March for Life continues in Washington, 
D.C. A bus from the Diocese of Belleville 

carried pro-life marchers to the capital. The 
group’s return was delayed for more than a 
day when a snowstorm hit the east coast.


