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The Art of Mimicking
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Pope Francis is flanked by two Polish youths as he uses a tablet to officially open online
registration for World Youth Day 2016 in Poland.

Setting out on simple, but heroic acts
By CHARLIE MARTIN
Catholic News Service
“Heroes (We Could Be)”
We go hideaway in daylight
We go undercover wait out the sun
Got a secret side in plain sight
Where the streets are empty
That’s where we run
Verse:
Everyday people do
Everyday things but I
Can’t be one of them
I know you hear me now
We are a different kind
We can do anything
Refrain:
We could be heroes
We could be heroes
Me and you
We could be heroes
We could be heroes
Me and you
We could be
Anybody’s got the power
They don’t see it
‘Cause they don’t understand
Spin around and run for hours
You and me we got the world in our
hands
(Repeat verse.)
(Repeat refrain twice.)
We could be
All we’re looking for is love and a
little light
Love and a little light
We could be
All we’re looking for is love and a
little light
Love and a little light
We could be heroes
We could be heroes
Me and you
We could be
Sung by Alesso, featuring Tove Lo
Copyright 2014 by Def Jam Records
Unless you are up on the European
music scene, you may not know of the
Swedish DJ and producer Alesso. His
song “Heroes (We Could Be)” features
Swedish indie/pop singer Tove Lo and
recently has been rising to the top of
dance charts in the United States.
The song is a bit of a remake of
David Bowie’s 1977 song of the same
name, but Alesso’s version appears to
focus on personal relationships among
street people, not on the international
events that Bowie was addressing.
Given the context provided by the
video, the song’s character explains
how “we go hideaway in daylight” and
have “a secret side in plain sight where

the streets are empty.” However, like
everyone else, he says that “all we’re
looking for is love and a little light.”
And to that end, he describes how “we
could be heroes, me and you, we could
be.”
If we expand the song’s message
beyond its apparent context, we can
consider how all of us “could be heroes.” Modern-day disciples of Jesus
are looking for more than “love and
little light” for themselves. They take
on the challenge of taking light and
love to the whole world.
To approach such a challenge
requires a wide perspective about the
dignity of every human being. It means
to see others with the same lens that
Jesus saw others: seeing the value of
each person.
Such Christian “heroes” always are
ready to help others, always ready to
see others’ behavior with compassion,
and always ready to work for justice
when governments or other political
powers devalue the dignity of any human being.
If you take on this perspective, you
will need to pick a focus. For example,
if you care about those who are hungry
in your community, you may want to
find a program that helps fulfill the
needs of the homeless in your area. Or
maybe you want to address hunger on
a global level and decide to put some
of your time into programs sponsored
by a larger organization.
You can start raising money for a
specific endeavor. If your preference
is to work together with others from
your parish, you can join the parish’s
social justice committee. You can help
children develop their talents. Maybe
you’re concerned about those who are
lonely, especially the elderly. You can
ask the parish staff for recommendations on who needs a visit.
The song is correct when it suggests
that “we could be heroes.” Today’s
disciples know that the light of God
dwells within them and shines by
bringing their love to others. This is
your challenge: to do your part to create a world that is closer to what Jesus
envisioned. Don’t back off from heroic
work.
— Your comments are always welcome. Please write to me at: chmartin@hughes.net, or at: 7125 West CR
200 South, Rockport, IN 47635, or like
this column on Facebook at “Charlie
Martin’s Today’s Music Columns” and
post a comment or suggestion.

As a mother of two teenagers who
are busy with school and extracurricular activities, I often long for those
days of the past
when they were
constantly by my
side. I miss the
cuddles and the cute
little way they used
to mimic my every
word or action.
While watching
my 3-year-old great
niece this week, I
realized that the cuteness of this stage
can grow old quickly. She is going
through that phase most parents know
all too well where she repeats every
word. That cute little grin was hard to
resist when it began, but after a few
hours, I found myself choosing my
words carefully.
The experience made me think
about how mimicking is a common
part of our lives. We mimic thoughts
and viewpoints we read and hear from
the news, commercials, celebrities and
endorsements on a regular basis. But,
how much do we mimic what we have
learned from the Bible or from a homily designed to help us understand the
word of God?
When I am older and grayer, I want
to be able to look back and know that

the behavior, actions and words I have
demonstrated to others is something
that should be mimicked. I want to
know that people learned from my
faith and from my faith-filled gestures.
It is impossible to be perfect. But,
it is possible to show others how we
learn from our mistakes, trust in God
to help guide us to the right path and
ask for forgiveness when we have
strayed.
I want my 3-year-old great niece
to mimic others’ acts of kindness
instead of words. I want her to know
that it is important to observe and
evaluate all options before determining how to act or what to say. I
want her to think critically about the
messages she receives from others,
from the news, from social media and
from whatever technological platform
is invented by the time she reaches
adulthood.
Most importantly, I want her to
mimic the love she has felt from others — even great aunts who regrettably
and inadvertently teach her the word
“crap” when babysitting.
— Shannon Philpott
Shannon Philpott is a freelance
writer and college journalism instructor, but most of all a mother of
two teens. You can see her work at
www.shannonphilpott.com.

An immigration advocate demonstrates in Los
Angeles July 10. A federal judge ruled July 24
that family detention violates long-standing

policy that resulted from a 1993 settlement in
a Supreme Court case over holding immigrant
youth.
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Fresh Take: a way to look at faith from a different perspective
This is an online-only page dedicated to young adult Catholics, their
interests, their needs, their challenges
and their faith.
We want to give young adults
something to “chew on,” to think about
when they’re looking for something
more than an on-line horoscope or the

latest star news.
This page offers columns we believe
will interest our young adults. Let us
know.
Email us at cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org with questions, suggestions or for more information.
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