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‘In Your Face’ Faith
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Jennifer Jozel, 17, a Catholic, holds a candle inside the Dormition of the Virgin Church Feb.
24 in the Israeli Christian village of Mi’ilya in Galilee. She will join the air force in September
and be assigned to the Iron Dome missile-defense system.

The Benefits of a First Job
Yield More Than Extra Cash
I wasn’t always a writer. When I
was a teenager, I held down a series of
low-paying retail and food service jobs.
I was a checkout girl, I stocked books,
and I worked at
a fast-food joint,
where every Friday night I was
stuck scrubbing
the gross fry
machine until
it was cleaner
than anything
I’d cleaned
before (not fun
at all).
In school, I learned a lot about what
I wanted to do with my life. I wanted
to write. Why did I want to waste time
at a retail job? But these jobs we sometimes snub are great training. They
teach us how people work and what
makes them happy, which is valuable
in any career.
Many jobs for teens put young workers in contact with the public. As a cashier, fry cook, supermarket bagger or
concession stand worker, you will meet
a diverse crowd, and you’ll be meeting
adults, not as a student but as a worker
with responsibilities.
It sometimes involves negative experiences, and sometimes these first jobs
are boring. But you can learn (as I did)
a lot from operating the cash register.
I discovered that each customer offered a way for me to work on patience
and kindness. Many people I met were
harried, disgruntled or sad. Sometimes
a person just needed a smile to make
his or her day better.
You’ll meet people from different
cultural backgrounds and ages. You’ll
learn to deal with adult bosses who
are very different from teachers. You’ll

learn to be kind even when someone
might not be kind back. That is something everyone can agree on as a core
Christian value.
A first job also is a great place to
work on your poker face with difficult
people. If you’re rude to a customer,
you might get canned.
Many first jobs teach teens strategies for dealing with people. Likewise,
don’t be the difficult person in question. At the restaurant, I hated to
clean the fry machine, but I pitched in
anyway. It’s easy to roll your eyes at
corporate-speak like “team player,” but
the better you are at being on a team
and managing complex tasks when
you’re young, the more prepared you
will be for leadership in the future.
Your first job can also be a way to
figure out whether you want a job that
puts you in contact with the public. If
that doesn’t suit you, you may want to
start a business, but the experience
will give you a working window into
what goes into the daily life of a successful firm or store.
It will tell you what kind of people
you get along with, what kind of boss
you like or dislike, and what kind
of working environment makes you
happy, all of which will count a lot
more once you take your first professional job.
Teens with big dreams can dismiss
a first job as dumb, boring, easy or
beneath them. That’s not the case. My
time behind the cash register made me
a better person. You’ll rarely find an
adult who thinks differently.
And besides the learning experience, the extra money can be pretty
cool, too.
— Karen Osborne
CNS column

If you would ask my kids about my
parenting style, the phrase “in your
face” would probably surface. I’m the
type of parent
who avoids
sweeping anything under
the rug. If my
child appears
to be upset,
I’m going to
drag it out of
him, no matter how much
he resists. If
my daughter
is cranky and
snippy, I will harp on her until we get
to the root of the problem.
Even though children and teens
need their space and privacy to work
out issues, sweeping problems under
the rug does not help. I’m ‘in their
face’ until they talk. This doesn’t mean
I do the talking — it means my children
do the talking. And, one of the most
important things I can do as a parent
is listen.
In your face parenting isn’t always
easy. My children resist my questions
and beg me to just “let it be.” So, instead of following them from one room
of the house to the next, I bring up
most of our serious discussions in the
car. It is a safe zone and a place they
cannot escape from talking through
their problems. Whether we discuss
peer pressure, academic problems,
emotional pain or family drama, my
children are much more likely to talk
and work through difficult topics in
the car because they don’t have to face
me, even though they are facing their
woes.
The car is also where I bring up
the topic of faith quite regularly. I
worry that as my teenagers get more
and more involved in social activities,
sports and academic clubs, they will

put their faith on hold, not making
time for weekly church services and
youth group events. I worry that they
will lose sight of the importance of
prayer, lose the connection with their
church family and downplay the presence of God in their lives.
I bring up the topic of faith in various ways. If they are jamming along
to a song that is less-than-holy, my in
your face parenting takes over and
tackles and analyzes the meaning of
the song. My daughter rolls her eyes,
my son lets out a big sigh, but I continue talking and asking questions.
Faith is something that needs to be
‘in your face.’ It needs to be the focus
of your daily decisions, on the tip of
your tongue when you are tempted to
lash out or criticize and on your mind
when you wake up in the morning
and close your eyes at night. To live a
faith-filled life, amid the temptations
and the pressures of society is a tall
task. It means you have to choose to
be brave, courageous and vocal. It
also means that you have to accept
the fact that you may fail at times and
that your faith may falter when you
are challenged. As long as your faith
is always ‘in your face,’ whether while
parenting, working or socializing, you
have a prominent road map to get back
on track.
My ‘in your face’ approach to
parenting is not always a success. My
children get irritated and even angry
at times when I’m relentless. I do
need to learn to step back a bit as they
develop into teenagers, but I will never
keep faith out of my kids’ faces. It has
graced us thus far and has never let
me down.
— Shannon Philpott
Shannon Philpott is a freelance
writer and college journalism instructor, but most of all a mother of
two teens. You can see her work at
www.shannonphilpott.com.
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THE WAR CLOSE TO HOME: U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Erick Rodriguez stands guard at the
entrance to Fort Hood Army Post in Texas before a news conference April 2. An Iraq War
veteran who was being treated for mental health issues gunned down three colleagues at
Fort Hood and inju red 16 others before killing himself that day, authorities said.
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This is an online-only page dedicated to young adult Catholics, their
interests, their needs, their challenges
and their faith.
We want to give young adults
something to “chew on,” to think about
when they’re looking for something
more than an on-line horiscope or the

latest star news.
This page offers columns we believe
will interest our young adults. Let us
know.
Email us at cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org with questions, suggestions or for more information.
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