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Pope Francis:
Style, Substance and a Man for Others
It seems as if it has been far more
than a year since the election of Pope
Francis. In fact, for me, since I was
educated by Jesuits, it feels like being
back in the
classroom.
What has
surprised and
delighted much
of the world
about Pope
Francis seems
so familiar to
me. In his public
remarks, formal
or informal, he
tells us what
he is going to teach, then does so, and
then concludes by reviewing what we
should have learned from that particular lesson. The process is so ... Jesuit.
I’m a “Jesuit boy.” I graduated from
a high school, college and graduate
school run by Jesuits. I still recall the
first hour of my first day in a Jesuit
high school when the black-robed
scholastic entered the room, slammed
down his books on the desk and proclaimed: “I’m Leonard Sitter, SJ. I am
going to teach geometry and you guys
are going to learn it.” That really was
the keynote for the next 11 years of my
classroom experiences.
Pope Francis, in this sense, is Jesuit
to his core.
This first year of his papacy has
been amazing in the amount of positive news. The pope pays his own hotel
bills, makes his own telephone calls
and resides in a guesthouse. He shakes
hands and embraces people in motorcades and becomes Time magazine
Person of the Year after about nine
months on the world stage.
The benefit of Pope Francis as a
media star is that he has a big platform
and he uses it to preach the Gospel of
Christ focusing on the world’s responsibility to the poor. That is substance.
His remarks -- critical of the “throwaway culture” and his skepticism about
“trickle-down economics” ever reaching the poor -- have captured headlines,
as has his demand for a direct encounter with the poor.

None of this is new. They are basic
principles of Ignatian spirituality. For
centuries, Jesuit education has been
intent on producing “a man for others.” What Pope Francis says today is
part of Catholic social teaching.
However, in the past few decades,
the preferential option for the poor
has been sidelined by those who would
prefer a pope to be a chaplain for a
chamber of commerce. It is a delight to
see the principles restored once again
to the forefront.
There is more to charity than writing a check or donating to food drives,
he says. Poverty is not an abstraction.
Followers of Christ must have direct
contact with the needy, even when that
may make them feel uncomfortable.
In January, Pope Francis said
priests must have “real contact with
the poor” and the marginalized.
“This is really very important to
me: the need to become acquainted
with reality by experience, to spend
time walking on the periphery in order
really to become acquainted with the
reality and life experiences of people,”
he told heads of religious orders of
priests in a meeting last November.
“If this does not happen, we then
run the risk of being abstract ideologists or fundamentalists, which is not
healthy,” he said.
Understanding God’s commandments and church doctrine is useless
if those truths aren’t put into practice,
Pope Francis said. “A faith without
works, a faith that doesn’t get you involved, isn’t faith,” he said. “It’s words
and nothing more than words.”
Recently, the pope said. “Jesus did
not come to teach a philosophy, an ideology ... but rather a ‘way,’ a journey to
be undertaken with him, and we learn
the way as we go, by walking.”
This Jesuit pope tells us what we
are going to learn, he teaches it and he
reviews what he has taught. And then
he demands that these teachings go
from head to heart in order to be a person for others. He is a capable leader
for that walk.
— Stephen Kent
CNS column

This St. Teresa School teacher in Belleville loves her job.

Identity Crisis: Making a Full Circle with Faith
When I was in 2nd grade, I wanted
to be a teacher. The thought of holding
that red pen and bossing a bunch of
kids around
seemed exciting to me. In
8th grade,
I wanted
to be Joan
Jett, singing
rock songs
to a crowd
of screaming
fans.
In high
school, I
decided I wanted to be an accountant,
crunching numbers and filing taxes all
day long. By the time I took my first
managerial accounting class in college,
the appeal quickly faded.
During my college years, I kept
searching for my calling by changing
my major six times — from accounting
to business to music management to
communications to psychology — until
I finally decided upon journalism. I
loved the thrill of reporting and the
idea of spending my days and nights
writing seemed glamorous. After a
few years as a reporter, I realized that
something was missing, so I continued my schooling and found myself
embarking on a career as a college
professor.
I was fortunate to find a career
teaching writing — one of my primary
passions, yet one that allowed me to be
in the classroom, holding that red pen
and nurturing eager minds (without
the bossy approach as I envisioned at
7).
It took more than 25 years and a lot
of student loan debt for me to realize
that my 2nd grade self knew where
I belonged. I could think back about
those early dreams and goals and

focus on regrets and wasted time, but
I can’t because not one minute of my
soul-searching and major changing
was a mistake.
I needed to find my own identity
and calling through search and discovery. And, that’s just what I did.
I learned my likes and dislikes and
made some costly mistakes along the
way, but more importantly, I experienced a journey that led me to a future
and career that is fulfilling and fitting.
What I have realized is that finding
your own identity is a lifelong journey, just like our faith. We choose to
be faithful in one instance and then
convince ourselves that it’s not a good
fit. We stray from the church and then
find ourselves coming back. I’ve been
to more churches and faith congregation services than I can count, and
still, in my 30s, I still find myself
feeling welcome in the parish where I
grew up.
The key to finding faith that is a fit
is to look inside yourself and more
importantly, trust your instincts. My
2nd grade self knew firsthand the love
I received from my church family. She
felt embraced and safe sitting in those
pews. But, she also knew that I would
have to discover my own path — both
in a career and with a strong faith —
on my own.
The journey had its ups and downs
and it may continue for years to come,
but I wouldn’t trade the learning
experience for anything. I have my
faith right beside me and that little
second-grade voice whispering in my
ear, reminding me that I am blessed to
be on this journey.
— Shannon Philpott
Shannon Philpott is a freelance
writer and college journalism instructor, but most of all a mother of
two teens. You can see her work at
www.shannonphilpott.com.
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A young girl kisses Pope Francis as he arrives to lead his general audience in St. Peter’s
Square at the Vatican March 5.

This is an online-only page dedicated to young adult Catholics, their
interests, their needs, their challenges and their faith.
We want to give young adults
something to “chew on,” to think
about when they’re looking for something more than an on-line horoscope

or the latest star news.
This page offers columns of interest to young adults. If you’d like to
write a column, contact us. BTW,
what are you doing for Lent?
Email us at cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org with questions, suggestions or for more information.
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