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A Fresh Take

Faith: A Fresh Take

Long Road Easy With Faith
“I’ve walked the longest road,
so don’t fail me now, feet don’t fail
me now. I’ve never got this close,
so don’t fail me now, feet don’t
fail me now.” The song “Don’t Fail
Me Now” by Melanie Amaro, sums
up how my faith and faith journey has brought me to one of my
life’s dreams — a Catholic school
teacher.
Growing up in the great town
of Mascoutah, Ill., and attending
Holy Childhood of Jesus Catholic
School was the beginning of my
journey with God and my dream.
I specifically remember sitting in
my fifth-grade social studies class
thinking, “Wow! This life looks so
beautiful!” I was referring to the
life of a Catholic school teacher.
I saw how loving and caring my
fifth-grade teacher was and how
she made a difference in my
life — it is only right that I pay it
forward.
Kahiwalani Cornman
Somewhere in my journey of
of the power of God and the difference
growing up, I lost sight of becoming a
one person can make in another’s life.
Catholic school teacher, but I rarely
Now here I am on “the longest road”
lost sight of God.
doing
exactly what my dream was in
Jumping forward to my junior year
fifth
grade!
of high school, I recently moved back
I am currently the second-grade
(from Hawaii) to Mascoutah. I immeteacher at St. Ambrose Catholic School
diately joined CYO — this is where the
on the Hill in the Archdiocese of St.
fun began and with a great team of
Louis. Every day I strive to show my
youth ministers, where my journey of
students a living example of Christ. As
growing in faith began.
Leading various retreats, CYO meet- a team, we pray before every class —
even if it is a short prayer. By the end
ings, and several trips to the Diocesan
of second grade I hope my students
Youth Conference and the National
learn that they will always have God
Catholic Youth Conference have lead
as their friend, no matter what choices
me to the desire to also become a
they make in their life.
youth minister.
In addition to teaching, I am also
Through my experiences with CYO,
one
of the four youth ministers at Holy
I was later blessed with the opporChildhood of Jesus, and started a new
tunity to attend a Teens Encounter
journey of college ministry — Young
Christ retreat, volunteer with the
Adults for Christ (YACs).
Office of Youth Ministry, travel to
However, my journey of faith does
Sydney, Australia for International
not end here. While being a Catholic
World Youth Day with Pope Emeritus
Benedict, and a summer college intern school teacher is very near and dear to
my heart, my greatest dream is to be
for St. Meinrad School of Theology’s
a stay-at-home mom where I can be a
One Bread, One Cup: Summer Liturgidaily witness for Christ to my chilcal Leadership Conference for High
dren. I think this desire stems from my
School Youth.
childhood. My faith and my family has
While attending the University of
Missouri – St. Louis, God ever-so-nicely shown me how to love God and how
to strive to love others the way God
reminded me of my dream to become
loves them. I thank God every day for
a Catholic school teacher and not an
the supportive, loving family he has
accountant.
In the middle of my junior year of col- provided for me.
I’ve walked the longest road, and
lege, I transitioned from accounting to
the
road keeps going. My feet won’t fail
elementary education with an emphasis
me
because
I’ve got my faith, I’m living
in middle school mathematics.
my
dream,
and
I’ve got God!
With continuous growth, the Catholic
— Kahiwalani Cornman
Newman Center at UMSL reminded me
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Running for Those Who Couldn’t
Finish the Race in Boston
The bombings that occurred at the
Boston marathon this past April were
devastating and tragic.
The lives of many were affected
both physically and emotionally. I felt
the need to reach out to the victims;
specifically, the Richard family who
lost their 8-year-old son, Martin. Martin’s sister underwent amputations,
and Martin’s parents were injured as
well. The only family member not physically harmed was Martin’s brother.
So much loss to one family seemed
unbearable.
I decided to put my emotions into
action. My first thoughts were to sell
T-shirts to raise money for the Richard
family. After talking with friends, however, the initial shirt fund-raiser idea
evolved into a 5K run fund raiser.
I felt timing was important, so I set
the event date for just two weeks after
the bombings. Up to that point, I had
not planned any sort of fund raiser.
Since the event was to take place
partly on Bradley campus and partly
on the streets of Peoria, I had to obtain
the necessary permits both from the
university and the city.
I solicited Gatorade, water, granola
bars and prize donations from local
businesses. The T-shirt vendor made
significant donations of time and material as well.
The support of the community was
overwhelming! A couple of fraternity
brothers, Erich Schwarzbech and Jake
Trojan, set up a website for donations;
support was even received internationally from Switzerland, Ireland and
France.
The day of the race, we had help
from my Lambda Chi fraternity brothers, other sororities and fraternities,
and Bradley students. I received a

great deal of
help from a
close friend,
Haley Sack
and a fraternity brother,
Alex Weck.
Alex and I
were the race
coordinators,
and a crew
of about 50
people helped
with registra- Kyle Prader
tion and along the course route on the
day of the race.
The event could not have transpired
without the help of so many! The event
raised $5,000 for the Richard family.
There was a bonding among all those
that helped and participated due to
the compassion for the victims and a
very worthwhile cause. Unity toward a
common goal resulted in success.
I am a native of Waterloo, Ill., and a
member of Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic
Church. I attended Sts. Peter and Paul
Catholic School and Gibault Catholic
High School. I am currently a senior
majoring in mechanical engineering at
Bradley University in Peoria, Ill. I plan
to pursue a master’s degree in mechanical engineering as well. I would like to
seek employment as a project management engineer, working specifically in
the field of computer aided design and
analysis of mechanical systems. I have
been active in my fraternity Lambda
Chi Alpha as Risk Manager and with
philanthropic projects.
I enjoy playing most sports, especially basketball. I also enjoy rock
climbing, horseback riding, hiking,
hunting and playing guitar.
— Kyle Prader

A fund raiser in Peoria, Ill., brought together some folks who ran for those in Boston who
could not finish the race after bombs exploded.
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Kahiwalani with the group of Catholic Newman Center student leaders.
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