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Staying Close to God, Parish Important in This Man’s Life
Hello Diocese of Belleville,

been of great assistance and have
helped me grow in my faith and become more involved through different
ministries at our parish, from Father
Jerome Hibner during my grade school
days, to Father Robert Zwilling during
my high school days, and now Father
Dale Maxfield.
I currently work full time at St.
Mary’s Good Samaritan Hospital in
Mt. Vernon as a security officer. I work
part time at a county jail as well. Those
are my full time jobs, but I also mow
lawns for people in Radom and at my
church.
I write a column for the local county
paper in Washington County, called
the Radom Column.
I try to get town news
out to the whole county and
Church news as well.
Father Robert encouraged
me, and I have kept with it
since November of 2009.
I am also a 3rd Degree
Member of the Knights of Columbus Council #4476. I am a
member of Kaskaskia Valley
ABATE of Illinois too.
When it comes to St.
Michael’s, I have been on
numerous committees and
generally lending a hand
when needed at the parish. I
currently lector at Saturday
night Masses.
I maintain a Facebook
page for the parish too. When
work needed to be done at
the grade school after I graduated (and before it closed),
you would find me there.
Annual fund raisers like our
annual church picnic — Aug.
10th this year — you can find
me walking kids around on
horses for entertainment.
Justin Jurkowski prays the rosary with other parishioners at St. Michael in Radom before a Sunday
Our longtime maintenance
liturgy.
man at the parish needs my

I am Justin Jurkowski, 22, and I attend St. Michael the Archangel Parish
in Radom. I have attended Mass at St.
Michael’s my whole life, every weekend and also during the week when
time permitted.
I graduated from St. Michael’s
School in 2005 with a class of eleven.
I then went to high school in Nashville where I graduated with a much
larger class of around 140 people in
2009. I have recently graduated from
Kaskaskia College in Centralia in
December of 2012, with two associate’s
degrees and a Certificate in Criminal
Justice.

While going through the busy
stretch of my life with college I continued doing things in Radom while
staying true to my Catholic faith at St.
Michael’s.
I have had some great influences in
my life starting with my parents who
always taught me how to live life the
right way and what it means to be a
practicing Catholic.
Today it is hard to attract people
to come to Church every weekend,
but with the right backing you can do
whatever you set your mind to and
God should come first in everyone’s
life.
The priests at St. Michael’s have

assistance sometimes so I also help
him when he needs my help with mowing etc. I am very active in trying to restart a youth group at our parishes at
Radom and Scheller. We had a strong
one going a few years ago. I am looking forward to inspiring the youth of
our parishes in a youth group that will
meet regularly. I recently attended the
Diocesan Youth Conference as an adult
chaperone with some of our young
people. It was my first conference
since 2009.
I was a part of the DYMAC Council
in 2008-2009. It truly was one of the
best times of my life.
In general, speaking of the Catholic
faith, it has helped me to live the great
life I have lived so far, and I have one
person to thank for that — God.
St. Michael’s is like one big family; since we are a smaller parish, we
all know each other. It is great to get
together with them, and the whole
parish has helped shape me into the
person I am along with my family. One
person who influenced my faith life,
was Father Robert Zwilling. He was my
faith mentor, and he was our pastor
from July 2006 until August 2010.
He truly cared about you when you
were in church as part of the congregation or outside of church as a friend.
He helped me through some times in
high school when most youth lose their
way with the Catholic faith. He pushed
me to become more involved with the
parish. Without great support, people
will lose their way and fall away from
the church. We need to welcome them
all home and encourage them to attend
regularly and see the difference it truly
does make in each and everyone’s life.
I know this article was kind of
lengthy but it is from the heart and
again I appreciated this opportunity to
reach out to the people of the Diocese
of Belleville.

College Student Attends Weekend Liturgies with His Fraternity Brothers
I am Henry Simmers, and I am from
Fairfield. I live in Charleston Ill., now.
I am 21 and a Junior Sports Management Major at Eastern Illinois University. I am also a soldier in the Illinois
National Guard and have been since
February of 2011. I am also a member
of ROTC at EIU. I am also involved in
Sigma Phi Epsilon and Leadership and
Excellence Club.
I am a member of the Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity at Eastern Illinois
University.
Many people have a misconception about fraternity life. For me, the
experience means lifelong brotherhood. This brotherhood is established
through faith.
We open with prayer before every
chapter. Although it is not a Catholic
fraternity, most of the members are
Catholic. Sigma Phi Epsilon helps me

grow in my faith because every Sunday a few of my closer brothers in the
fraternity and I rely on one another to
be at Mass together.
I go with a consistent group of five
people every Sunday at 9 p.m.
I started going on my own, and then
one of my brothers asked me to go to
a movie with him on a Sunday night. I
said I couldn’t go because I wanted to
go to Mass.
That friend, Johnny Prazma, also
skipped the movie to attend Mass with
me that Sunday. Since then we have
gone together and have encouraged
others to go with us. Now we have a
group of five brothers that go every
Sunday.
It is very encouraging to be around
college kids who are also devoted
Catholics.
It is also nice that we are encourag-

ing other Catholics to attend Mass and
help them grow in their faith.
On our family weekend one of the
parents came up to me and asked: “Are
you the man that gets my son to go to
church every Sunday?” I am the per-

son she was talking about. It is nice to
realize I was helping a brother grow in
his faith, which made us closer. I wish
everyone could experience the brotherhood that I share with my brothers
through faith.

This page for, about and by young adult Catholics in the diocese
This is an online-only page dedicated to young adult Catholics, their
interests, their needs, their challenges
and their faith.
We’re tapping into young adults
who have been active in their parishes
and who have reached out in faith to
begin lives of their own.

To make sure this page is about you
and what you want to see, we need
your input. Send us your story ideas,
your concerns, your hopes and your
stories of faith.
Email us at cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org with questions or for
more information.

Henry Simmers, right, participates in a National Guard activity.

Email us at cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org

