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In Southern Illinois It’s Not the Call Growing, Learning about Faith
I grew up in Breese with two loving
and go to events
of the Wild but the Call of Ondessonk parents
and two younger brothers. I
that were held
It just gets in your blood, and you
can’t quite let it go, even as you finish
high school, then college.
So say current and some former
staffers at Camp Ondessonk, nestled
next to the Shawnee National Forest in
the southern reaches of our diocese.
Some of this year’s staffers listened
to the stories — more like tall tales — of
former staff who stopped by to visit
camp recently.
Annie-Rose Martin, who comes from
Ridgway, not all that far from camp if
you think about the folks who come
“down state” from Chicago, has been
on staff for eight years. She loves it,
takes her responsibilities seriously
and visits campers, units, staffers and
keeps track of what’s going on.
Walker Mondt of Aviston has been
coming to camp for eight years as well.
Josh Ourada of O’Fallon went to
camp this year as a staffer because he
couldn’t imagine a summer without
camp.
The challenges, the growth, the
meeting of young person with God in
the great outdoors can’t be replicated,
and according to most of the campers
and staff, must be replicated year after
year.
While camp changes with the
seasons, each summer, those who
come back to camp over and over have
changed and grown. Their perspectives
on life and the important issues they
confront as they mature have changed,
and so their week or weeks at camp

change as well.
And the memories that are experienced during a week or so at camp
can’t be easily forgotten.
If you’ve had the great good fortune
to spend some time at Ondessonk,
count yourself among the lucky.
Someday, maybe in 10 or 20 years,
you can stop back by to visit the camp
and the staff, and perhaps, they may
think that what you have to say sounds
more like a tall tale, but you and your
friends know, it’s a precious memory.
If you’d like to share a story about
camp, email cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org.

Annie-Rose Martin of Ridgway coordinates
the summer program at camp.

attended 12 years of Catholic schooling and would never change it. Being
able to talk about Jesus and God in
every day conversations put my mind
at ease. While in high school I became
involved with many activities that
helped me grow stronger in my faith.
I was active with Breese Youth Ministry and worked with high schoolers
around the diocese on the Diocesan
Youth Ministry Advisory Council
(DYMAC). I was also involved with
the Quest and Teens Encounter Christ
(TEC) programs.
I graduated from Mater Dei Catholic
High School in 2008 and attended Kaskaskia College. While working on my
first few years of college I stayed active
in the Belleville Diocesan Quest and
TEC programs. As a college student I
was able to share my experiences with
retreatants and help them grow stronger in their faith. I finished my associate’s degree and applied to be a part
of the National Evangelization Team
(NET). This program allows young
adults to travel around the United
States in a 12-person van and hold
retreats for high schoolers. I prayed
about the opportunity and headed to
Minnesota for an interview. It turned
out that God had a different path for
me. I was crushed when I was not accepted, but after much encouragement
from friends and family I knew that it
was going to be all right.
I applied to Southeast Missouri
State University in Cape Girardeau,
Mo. Within a few weeks I was accepted
and needed to make plans for my college education. My best friend since
first grade asked me if I was interested
in rooming with her. It was an easy
decision. This change of pace and
moving away from home really opened
up the doors for me to dive deeper
into my faith. My roommates that
year encouraged me attend Mass at
the Catholic Campus Ministry chapel

at the Newman
Center. Through
these new experiences and new
friends I was able
to become stronger
in my faith and
learn more about
Catholicism. I was asked to be on the
Newman Council for the 2011-2012
school year and helped the Service
Team organize service events for fellow
college students.
This year was full of growth and
new experiences. I started attending
daily Mass and helped with the annual Awakening Retreat. I went to as
many events as I could put into my
busy schedule and learned more than
I ever thought I could about my faith.
The following year I served as vicepresident on the Newman Council and
took the Fund-raising Chair position to
help students raise money to travel to
Italy in 2013. With these positions and
school work I had long days and short
nights, but I would not have changed
anything.
I was so involved with Catholic
Campus Ministry and always wanted
to learn more and dive deeper into
my faith. I graduated in May 2013 and
headed for Italy two days after graduation. It was an incredible experience
full of opportunities for prayer, visits
to saints’ tombs, and site seeing on the
pilgrimage.
I look back now and know that
God’s plan was not for me to travel
across the United States, but rather
find the Newman Center in Cape
Girardeau where I found unbelievable
amazing young Catholics who show
me daily how to live my life. I thank
God every day for the many blessings
He pours out on my life as I strive to
become the best person He has made
me to be.
— Kristin Kuhl

Kristin Kuhl makes a gingerbread house at the Newman Center with friend, Sam Loos.

This page for, about and by young adult Catholics in the diocese
This is an online-only page dedicated to young adult Catholics, their
interests, their needs, their challenges
and their faith.
We’re tapping into young adults
who have been active in their parishes
and who have reached out in faith to
begin lives of their own.

Josh Ourada of O’Fallon works at the climbing wall at camp.

To make sure this page is about you
and what you want to see, we need
your input. Send us your story ideas,
your concerns, your hopes and your
stories of faith.
Email us at cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org with questions, suggestions or for more information.

Email us at cathnews@bellevillemessenger.org

